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Kennebec Valley Garden Club 
Spring 2018 Newsletter 

Greetings from our President 

Finally, there are signs of life after this long cold winter.  My daffodils are up and budding and just 
waiting for warmer temps to pop open.  As I wait for a chance to freshen up the gardens, I was looking 
back on all we accomplished last year and what we have on tap for this year which is exciting and a 
little daunting, but I can’t wait to work with all of you to realize all the projects slated for this year.  I’ll 
be reaching out for info, comments and suggestions on all that we have planned and how to pump fun 
into all that we do for the community.  Thanks to all that contributed to the great programs this year 
and stay tuned for another fun workshop coming in the fall! 

Yours in gardening, Ellen 

Veterans Day Tribute 

Every year some members of KVGC celebrate 
Veterans Day by placing wreaths at the two Blue 
Star Markers in Hallowell and Augusta. This year 
was no exception. What was special at the 
Hallowell wreath laying was the very dedicated 
help offered by two Hallowell public works 
employees.  The marker had fallen over during the 
recent fall storm. The two guys picked the heavy 
marker up and attached it to the railing so the 

ceremony could continue.  They offered to 
return in the spring with a new permanent pole.  
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GCFM Fall Conference:  What's Under Your Tree? 

The Fall Conference was held at the Augusta Civic Center on November 14th from 8:00 AM – 
3:00 PM with the following KVGC members attending: Karen Foster, Debbie Sherman, Heidi 
Monroe, Shirlene Gosline, Wanda Hendrickson, Jane Berthiuame, Shelly Hanson, Molly 
Wickwire, Penny Pray, and Ellen Jackson. 

The morning guest speaker was Heather McCargo, Executive Director 
of the Wild Seed Project. She stressed the different native plant 
species that are “right under our woodland trees and shrubs”.  Karen 
Foster offered the blessing and introduced the afternoon speaker, 
Jeff Karter, owner of Waterville Florist.  He made four different floral 
arrangements using different container styles that were auctioned off 
after his demonstration.  It was a very informative presentation. 

During the New England 
Garden Club awards ceremony, 
it was announced that KVGC 
received the National 
Gardening Association Award 
and $100 for the work that 
Anya Golding, Sharon Ann 
Paradis and Julie Meagher had 
done with the school kids in 
Augusta to create edible 
gardens.  This was a very 

distinct honor for our club and congratulations to Anya, Sharon Ann and 
Julie for all the great work that their Youth Activities committee does 
every year!  Ellen Jackson received this award for the club.   

Many thanks go to Karen 
Foster, page for the speakers, 
and Debbie Sherman, sponsor and photographer, who worked on 
the committee with the Kennebec district garden club members to 
put this annual conference together.  

  

http://wildseedproject.net/who-we-are/
http://wildseedproject.net/who-we-are/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Jeff-Karter/100008877731922
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Blaine House: A Maine Victorian Holiday 

This year’s theme was chosen by Ann LePage, First Lady, as a Maine 
Victorian Holiday and the Blaine House was turned in to a true 
Victorian Mansion on November 30th and the public was invited to 
enjoy the club’s efforts for the coffee/tea held on December 5th.  
The public open house was a huge success with a total of 225 
visitors that were greeted by Ann LePage, First Lady, Fran Moore, 
GCFM President, and many KVGC club members volunteering for the 
event.   

Members worked diligently and the rooms were 
decked in formal Victorian style.  

A special thanks to Molly Wickwire and Judy 
Gates-Kilpatrick who chaired this fantastic event 
and all the members that worked on this project 
that truly showcase what KVGC can do to 
transform 
the Blaine 
House. 

  

 Shelly and Tammy hosting tea 

 Paper skaters in the family dining room  

 Formal dining room tea and coffee goodies 

 Parlor Christmas tree  

 Fran Moore, Ann LePage, and Debbie   
Sherman 

 A hydrangea tree  
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Putting it all together in style and 
coverage in the Kennebec 
Journal. 

  

  

 hallway Christmas tree  

 Decorating the library  

 Family dining room sideboard 

 Hope Weston enjoying the sunroom 

 Decorating the stairway 
library  

 Decorating a Festive 
Parlor dress 

https://www.centralmaine.com/media/gallery/kennebec-valley-garden-club-helps-decorate-governors-mansion-holidays/
https://www.centralmaine.com/media/gallery/kennebec-valley-garden-club-helps-decorate-governors-mansion-holidays/


5 
 

 

These pictures certainly tell the story of the tremendous 
job the members did this year to make the Blaine House 
a showstopper. Everyone deserves many kudos for their 
dedication, talent, fun and unbelievable effort. GREAT 
JOB! 

  

 Parlor room mantle 

 Shirlene, Ann LePage and Penny 

  L  to R: Fran, Shirlene, Nancy, Wanda,  Ann 
LePage, Linda and Debbie 

 Tammy hanging the sunroom 
wreath 
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News Article: “Pearl Harbor attack led to loss for Maine woman” 

Hope Weston was interviewed for the Sun 
Journal to commemorate the events regarding 
Pearl Harbor and the horrific event that led to her 
father’s demise.  Hope is the longest living Garden 
Club member in the nation at the tender age of 
102. 

Kennebec District Annual Meeting 

The Bloomfield Garden Club will be hosting this year’s 
annual district meeting on Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at 
Lakewood in Madison. All members are welcome to 
attend. Let it be known that in 2020 our club will be 
hosting the event so plans will be developed in a few 
months. Each club in the district takes a turn in putting on 
this one-day event. 

Upcoming Plant Sale 

Mark your calendar for June 2, 2018, for this club 
fundraiser.  It will be held at the Manchester Fire Station on 12 Readfield Road in Manchester from 8am-2pm.  
Setup will start at 7am, and cleanup at 2pm.  All members are encouraged to help in some way.  There will 
also be a local food truck to attract more interested gardeners.  Please be sure to sign up as soon as possible 
as this fundraiser supports community projects. 

KVGC Executive Board Meeting 

Members of the executive board and Ann Thomas will meet at 12:30 PM, April 17th at Antigoni's 
Restaurant, 23 Bangor Street in Augusta. 

“Cabin in the Woods” Project 

The Volunteers of America Northern New England are in the middle of construction of 22 cabins on the 
Togus VA campus for deserving homeless veterans.  Our KVGC members have expressed much enthusiasm in 
the project that will be led by the Garden Therapy committee but, will require all members to pitch in and 
help.  Penny Pray is the lead on the project and has been in touch with the project sponsor and will report 
back to the club at the May 1st meeting.  In the meantime, she has stopped by to check on the construction 
progress of the cabins and excited for the future plans on creating a garden in the common area near the 
cabins.  Our club supports the Veterans endeavors and they deserve our help. 

“Designing with Succulents” 

Tuesday, May 1st at 1:00 PM at the Viles House will have a presentation from Mark Brandhorst, owner of 
Halls Pond Gardens in South Paris.  He has worked with plants and stones for much of his adult life. Over time, 
the gardens have become his outdoor “studio” where, from April to November, he creates form and texture 
through the placement of stone, plants and the continued cultivation of new gardens. 

Mark spends a lot of time exploring the natural world and seeks to communicate his experience through 
photography, wood sculpture and the gardens. He has a natural gift of noticing details and strives to bring his 

https://www.centralmaine.com/2017/12/06/pearl-harbor-attack-eventually-cost-former-augusta-woman-her-father/
https://www.centralmaine.com/2017/12/06/pearl-harbor-attack-eventually-cost-former-augusta-woman-her-father/
http://www.lakewoodtheater.org/
https://www.antigonispizza.com/
https://www.antigonispizza.com/
https://www.centralmaine.com/2017/05/19/construction-starts-cabin-woods-project-togus/
http://hallspondgardens.com/
https://www.centralmaine.com/2017/12/06/pearl-harbor-attack-eventually-cost-former-augusta-woman-her-father/
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vision forward through various creative expressions.  Our regular business meeting will follow Mark’s 
presentation. 

BIG Birthday Bash for KVGC! 

KVGC is celebrating its 90th birthday on Saturday, June 
23, 2018 at the Viles Arboretum at 153 Hospital Street in 
Augusta and we’re looking for interested club members to 
join us in making this a fun, festive and informative event 
for the club and the public.  There will be music, food 
vendors, a dedication for the stone bench commemorating 
past, present and future KVGC members that will take place 
in the oak grove at the Viles Arboretum.  The memorial 
stones have recently been laid in memory of William and 
Elsie Viles next to a granite sculpture that was a favorite of 
Elsie’s.  We’re hoping for a great turnout with distinguished 
guests, club member’s friends and family and the general 
public in attendance. 

KVGC 90th Annual Meeting 

Our annual meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5th at 1:00 PM at the Viles House. A board meeting will 
precede the business meeting and start at 10:30 AM.  All members are welcome and the committee chairs 
should attend and present their committee reports. Noon is our catered luncheon and a presentation by Cheri 
Ellenberger, President of the Southern Maine Daylily and Hosta Society, will follow at 1:00 PM. 

The 87th Annual 2018 GCFM Convention - “Celebrating the Summer Garden” 

Mark your calendar for this year’s convention which will be held Monday, June 18th through Wednesday, 
June 20th at Sebasco Harbor Resort, 29 Kenyon Road in Phippsburg.  There will be a garden tour, scavenger 
hunt, workshops, demos and more.  Nancy L. Hargroves, National Garden Club President, will be attending and 
several notable keynote speakers will also be in attendance.  Tuesday, June 19th Paul Parent will speak at the 
convention dinner and Wednesday, June 20th Marta McDowell will speak about the evolution of the gardens 
of the White House taken from her book "All the Presidents’ Gardens”.  Register before May 18th and receive 
the reduced rate of $30.00 on the registration fee.  After June 4th the fee will be $45.00. 

Fernwood Nursey & Gardens Field Trip 

The talk and guided tour will be presented by Rick Sawyer at 1:00 PM on July 11th in Montville.  Rick 
specializes in growing and cultivating native and woodland plants for Maine shade gardens.  There will be a 
$10.00 fee for each person which includes a bite to eat and tea.  Please feel free to bring a friend and carpool 
to reduce the number of vehicles at the nursery since there is limited parking.  Hopefully many KVGC members 
will take advantage of this fun, informative field trip. 

“Lavender and More……..” 

Tuesday, August 7th at the Viles House starting at 1:00 PM Doug and Peggy Moore will have a 
presentation of lavender and its uses. There will be items to purchase including culinary lavender, lavender 
mist, and note cards. They own Moore Manor Lavender Company in Newport.  Our regular business meeting 
will follow the presentation.  

http://www.vilesarboretum.org/index.php/home
https://www.mainegardenclubs.org/content/news_activites/2018_convention
https://www.sebasco.com/?keyword=sebasco%20harbor%20resort&gclid=Cj0KCQjwnqzWBRC_ARIsABSMVTMTfUr47H3ObVVOJ6BTFjkQXu788_TAil7THgRQDVGpyYwCCBXUKWQaAoUDEALw_wcB
http://www.fernwoodnursery.com/
http://mooremanorlavender.com/
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Dues 

It is not too early to pay your dues for 2018-2019 (the dues year is June 1 to May 31).  Annual dues are due 
at the annual meeting in June, but why not beat the rush, clip the section below and send to Pam, she will 
appreciate it! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

Make your check payable to “KVGC” and mail to Pam Johnson, KVGC Treasurer, 70 Purinton Avenue, 
Augusta, ME  04330 

 

(Please Print) 

Name:     _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________  

e-mail:     _____________________________________________________________________  

Telephone:   _________________________________ 

 

Total Amount Paid: 

$20.00 Regular member:   ________    

 

 

 

 


