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President: Ellen Jackson
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Fall Greetings from Our President
What a busy summer and fall we’ve had as a club! Photo contests, workshops and interesting
speakers attending our meetings. Gets my creative juices flowing and anticipating next year’s
garden adventures. I’ve enjoyed this long beautiful fall and am grateful to be finally putting all
my gardens to bed, but am always looking toward the spring as a plant my fall bulbs. I hope all
you get the deserved rest from gardening chores and busy lifestyles and enjoy the winter while
dreaming of sprouting seeds.

Birds and Wildlife Committee submitted by Debbie Sherman
The Maine Audubon Loon count has happened
every July for the past 34 year. Volunteers from
across Maine take part. Debbie Sherman has been a
volunteer for the past 15 years and she reports the
following: Maine in 2016 had 2,848 adults and 384
chicks. This is 7 percent fewer loons than the
average of the previous 5 years. Research shows
that a dry 2016 summer with lower water levels
made many nesting sites inaccessible to
breeding loons. With that said, it was
reported that there was a 76 percent
increase in chicks compared to last year.
Research suggests that was probably due to
late breeding. With the lake levels, so low,
the loons might have moved to more
productive nest sites where they
experienced less predation and flooding.
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Our Woodland Friends
These deer were grazing in the backyard of Debbie Sherman's
daughters place in April after a late snowstorm. There have been a
herd of 13 during the winter and granddaughter Molly always made
sure an open spot was cleared with plenty of acorns available. Molly
raked and collected two large trash cans of acorns as treats during the
fall. Research shows that deer should eat only their natural food
source. The deer herd this past winter was strong in our area.

Another Successful KVGC Event
Chairwoman Karen Foster and the committee: Heide Munro,
Ellen Jackson, Debbie Sherman, and new member Judy
Gates-Kilpatrick designed the posters that were distributed at
the May 2016 meeting. A few posters were taken to the
annual district meeting in Waterville to be placed in various
locations in the Kennebec County area. The City of Augusta
was very kind in letting us use Mill Park which had a large
permanent canopy with picnic tables. Many members helped
during the event and kudos to all that donated plants and
garden items, it was a very successful event.
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Annual Meeting
The KVGC held its annual meeting and installation
of officers for the 2017-2019 year at the Viles
House on June 6th. Sharon Ann was presented a
lifetime membership for her service as Acting
President for the
last two years. Ann
Thomas did the
honors of swearing
in the new slate of
officers with
fantastic information
regarding each office
and what it symbolizes. Thank you, Ann, for a great job! The new
slate of officers is:
President, Ellen Jackson; Vice President, Debbie Sherman; Secretary.
Shelly Hanson, Treasurer, Pam Johnson. The luncheon was catered
by The Parsonage.

Garden Club Federation of Maine (GCFM) District Meeting
The annual GCFM hosted by the Waterville Garden
Club met May 9th in Waterville. There was a great
turnout of KVGC members who attended and heard
two speakers: Johnny's Select Seeds representative
and in the afternoon Kelly Orzel spoke about edible
geraniums and how to grow them and care for them.
The following members attended from KVGC: Shirlene
Gosselin, Karen Foster, Penny Pray, Wanda
Hendrickson, Molly
Wickwire, Jane
Berthiuame, Shelly
Hanson, Nancy
Voisine, and
Debbie Sherman.
Karen Foster was installed as secretary by Suzanne Bushnell,
President of GCFM. It was decided that the Fall Conference
on Nov. 14,2017 would take place at the Augusta Civic
Center with June Hovey chairing the event with help from each garden club in the district. June
will connect with a member from each club to help make the event go smoothly.
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Civic Activity
This past Spring has been
a challenging season for
refreshing various gardens
in our area. The soil was
too wet to get to many
gardens, but members of
the Civic Activity
committee could get their
work done and had fun
doing it. Jane Berthiuame along with Molly Wickwire, Penny Pray,
Debbie Sherman, and Heide Munro took care of the weeds and
transplanted some perennials at the Cohen Center in
Hallowell. The acting director was so happy with our
efforts that she is putting this picture in the July issue
of their newsletter.

Fall Conference “What’s Under Your Tree”
Plans are underway for the GCFM Fall Conference to be held Nov. 14 th. at the Augusta Civic
Center. Karen Foster and Debbie Sherman represented KVGC for the planning of the conference
along with three other garden clubs. GCFM president, Judith Tarbox along with June Hovey
chaired the meeting. Karen Foster offered to procure the keynote speaker and Debbie
Sherman will be the photographer. The next planning meeting was held July 12th at the Viles
Arboretum, but was changed to the conference room of Augusta Civic Center. Karen Foster and
Debbie Sherman attended.
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Barrows Scholarship Recipients for 2017
At the June, annual meeting it was announced that this year’s Barrows Scholarship recipients
are: Raquel Gibbs, a junior at Husson College who is concentrating in biology and
environmental studies. The other recipient is Kevin Frankhauser, a junior at UMO studying
forestry and land
management. Both students
will receive a $1000
scholarship.

Trip to Johnny’s Seed Experimental Farm
Some KVGC members enjoyed a wonderful trip to Johnny’s Experimental
Farm in Albion July 11th. Two employees spoke to the group which explained
the process of seed germination and open planting. Research is a continual
part of this Farm. The day culminated in a walk through various flower beds.
It was a fantastic
afternoon enjoyed
by all.
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KVGC Fall Project and Display
Once again, some members helped design this wonderful display. This is a great attraction for
the hospital community to enjoy.
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“Seasons in the Garden” Photo Contest
Gary Peachey of Peachey Builders was the judge for this event. Many members submitted their
photos that depicted the four seasons. It was a very difficult decision for Gary to make as all
photos were very depictive of the seasons. Winners were presented with their pictures framed
with a plaque. The following received awards:
Spring: First Place - Jan Karczewski: Honorable Mention - Sue Bourne
Summer: First Place - Jan Karczewski; Honorable Mention - Debbie Sherman
Fall: First Place- Karen Foster; Honorable Mention - Linda Bragg
Winter: First Place -Ellen Jackson; Honorable Mention - Debbie Sherman

Pumpkin Succulent Arrangement Workshop
Our first workshop of 2017 was held on
October 3rd at 4:00 PM and was hosted by
Pam Johnson, Nancy Voisine and Ellen
Jackson of the Horticulture Committee. The
committee supplied sphagnum moss, glue,
pins, and a colorful assortment of succulent
cuttings and everyone brought a pumpkin or
container to make an arrangement on or in.
Sharing ideas and advice during the
workshop was part of the fun and everyone
took home beautiful and creative
arrangements to enjoy throughout the fall and winter. A care
and plant feeding worksheet was distributed at the meeting to
the members and friends.
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